In the context of the project "The Nature Protection Trust of Seychelles", three species new to science are described: Calcarobiotus (Calcarobiotus) parvicalcar sp. n., Macrobiotus modestus sp. n., and Itaquascon pisoniae sp. n.
Introduction
Previous studies on tardigrades of the Seychelles (Biserov 1994; Binda & Pilato 1995) , and in particular the studies carried out within the framework of the project "The Nature Protection Trust of Seychelles" coordinated by Justin Gerlach (University Museum of Zoology of Cambridge) (Pilato, Binda & Lisi 2002 , 2004 , 2006 , have reported 27 species in the archipelago, 13 of which were new to the science. Within the context of this project, we are here describing three more species that are new to science: Calcarobiotus (Calcarobiotus) parvicalcar sp. n., Macrobiotus modestus sp. n., and Itaquascon pisoniae sp. n.
Material and methods
We examined specimens collected on three islands: Mahé (La Misère), Praslin (Mt. Cabris) and Silhouette (Pisonia forest). The specimens were mounted in polyvinyl lactophenol; measurements and photomicrographs were made under oil immersion, using a Leica Phase Contrast Microscope equipped with digital camera by which photomicrographs were taken.
For comparisons with the new species, we have examined holotypes of Macrobiotus sapiens Binda & Pilato, 1984; M. iharosi Pilato, Binda & Catanzaro, 1991; M. diffusus Binda & Pilato, 1987; M. humilis Binda 
